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Ministerial VTC - 16 April 2020 

 

The meeting (virtually) brought together Ministers participating in the Alliance for Multilateral-

ism to initiate a collective answer to the CoViD-19 pandemic along the 3 streams of action of the 

Alliance: Defend, Adapt, Reform. Ministers emphasized the value of multilateralism and, through 

the adoption of a joint declaration that has been opened to others for endorsement, sent a strong 

signal of support to the UN, including the WHO, and underlined their commitment to contrib-

uting to a coordinated response and to ensuring that the multilateral system shows responsive-

ness. 

Ministers highlighted the need for more and enhanced international coordination, cooperation 

and solidarity.  They stressed their support for international institutions, especially the WHO as 

the backbone of the global response, in order to help them fulfill their mandate and strengthen 

global health governance.  

They agreed that strong solidarity was needed, in particular for those, who can no longer earn an 

income, , staying true to our resolve  expressed in the 2030 Agenda to leave no-one behind.  The 

joint declaration underlined that signatories are willing to play their part and intend to pull in 

the same direction.  

In staying true to the Alliance as a flexible, issue-based network that brings together multiple, 

diverse actors around concrete initiatives, a number of tangible outcomes were identified which 

should now be driven forward by the Alliance, preferably by those who have suggested their 

inclusion in the Alliance’s joint work. The suggestion is to assign lead roles for the different initi-

atives ahead of a next meeting/call of the Alliance envisaged for June 2020. Partners are invited 

to indicate by May 15th, 2020 via email to 02-6@diplo.de, or01-0@diplo.de and jere-

mie.petit@diplomatie.gouv.fr in case there are any concrete proposals they are willing to take 

the lead on.  

The following work strands have been suggested:  

 

1.) Universal distribution of vaccines against and treatment for CoViD-19 

- Support building an international alliance for CoViD-19 vaccines and treatment, 

making use of mechanisms like CEPI (Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations) and GAVI to set up rules and a coordination system for global 

production and distribution of diagnostics, treatment and vaccines, taking into 

consideration also the international donor conference to finance development and 

distribution of CoViD-19 diagnostics, vaccines and treatment planned by the EU for 4 

May and calls for immunization as a global public good.  

The Alliance could provide political support for ensuring speedy progress and 

contribute to the debate on principles for equitable and affordable global access led 

by the WHO. 
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2.) Addressing the humanitarian crisis: supporting OCHA, UNRWA, IKRK, UNHCR 

- Support  for the UNSG’s call for a global ceasefire and UNSC members states’ efforts 

to support this call also in the Security Council. Call on all to refrain from measures 

that lead to more conflict. 

- Promotion of support to UN humanitarian response plans and, building on the 

existing initiative in the framework of the Alliance to advance a ‘Humanitarian Call 

for Action’,  adding a focus on COVID-19 related humanitarian challenges   

- Increase core funding (as well as earmarked funding) and promotion of 

strengthening the role of UN Resident Coordinators and Humanitarian Coordinators 

in supporting host countries.  

- Need to ensure sustainability of food supply chains in times of crisis.  

 

3.) Human rights, support media freedom, fight against disinformation and hate 

speech 

- Fight disinformation and restrictions on the freedom of expression in the context of 

the pandemic, building on the initiative Partnership for Information and Democracy . 

Explore the possibility to bring together efforts with  the Media Freedom Coalition 

e.g. by means of a joint declaration with specific focus on the pandemic and in 

cooperation with social media platforms in order to enhance the reaction to CoViD-

19, while keeping a strong human-rights based approach and advancing  fact-based 

communication.  

- Defending and promoting human rights, including women’s rights and freedom of 

opinion in times of ‘strong states’ to ensure that the fight against CoViD-19 complies 

with human rights standards, including the right to health and the right to life of all 

people regardless of their background, as well as the human right to water and 

sanitation. 

 

4.) Focus on the role of women, their contribution in addressing the crisis and their 

protection, including from domestic violence  

- Support ongoing work towards a UNGA Resolution on Women and CoViD-19 put 

forward by ESP 

 

5.) Strengthening the WHO and global health governance 

- Promote increased financial support for the WHO, its Contingency Fund for 

Emergencies (CFE), the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the Coalition 

for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), as well as support to the WHO in 

assisting developing countries to strengthen their national health systems.   

- Set up a group to evaluate lessons learned from the CoViD-19 pandemic and develop 

proposals for reform of WHO/global health governance. In this context develop a 

“protocol for preparedness and reaction” to strengthen the WHO. The group would 

take into account reflection processes on post-Corona global health governance, 

including in the G7, which were recently initiated with a view to help the WHO 

improve its preparedness, anticipation, coordination and capacities in the face of 

future pandemics.  

- Promote provision of support for the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Multi-

Partner Trust-Fund initiated by Norway.  

- Develop a proposal to the WHO to create a global pool for rights to technologies.  
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6.)  Financial support for most vulnerable countries, including support for debt 

relief/deferral 

- Call for a debt deferral and waiver of interest payments – to prepare for post-

pandemic period in support of call on IMF and WB on these requests.  

- Lobby jointly for efforts to assist countries most in need, building on G20 call for debt 

and interest deferral with a view to using freed resources to strengthen national 

health systems  

 

7.) Digital cooperation 

- Promote an initiative to bridge the digital divide, increase digital preparedness, 

including through support to expert groups (WHO eHealth Group).  

- Global online hackathon to develop solutions for the post-crisis world.  

- Develop appropriate digital tools together with the private sector to enhance multi-

stakeholder participation in crisis response. 

- Build a forum for the most vulnerable to be heard. Reflect on ways to pool and share 

research, knowledge and strategies - on containing the virus, treating patients, 

vaccine development - and to support international networks of scientists and of 

research organisations and to strengthen knowledge-based communication. 

 

8.) Protecting supply chains and keeping open borders for goods and people 

- Protect vital global production and supply chains, limit protectionist measures and 

facilitate trade in medical supplies and pharmaceutical products and thus protect 

those most at risk by identifying and addressing dysfunctionalities and interruptions 

in global trade, including through promoting regional cooperation between ASEAN, 

EU, Latin America. Bring together existing initiatives.  

 


