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Fair Trial Standards 
 

Chapter One 
 

General Provisions (Interim Criminal Code for Courts) 
Article 1 Applicable Rules 

1. Three judges shall be assigned to every primary court. One of them as President of the 
Court. In places where the said team cannot be deployed because of lack of availability or 
security reasons, one judge shall be assigned thereto, functioning as a monocratic court. 
The decision to deploy one judge to a district as a monocratic court is made by the President 
of the Provincial Court. 

 
 
Article 2  Record of Procedural Activities 
      1. All the activities accomplished in execution of the provisions of this code shall be recorded in 
written form by a public officer. 
a. The judicial police activities shall be recorded by a police officer taking part in the operations. 
b. The Saranwal activities shall be recorded by a secretary of the office. 
c. The activities of the judges shall be recorded by a clerk. 
 
    2. The activities which are mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article include a full text or a terse 
compilation of the statements of the suspect, accused, victim, expert and witness as well as the 
description of the expert’s activities and the running of the hearings. 
    3. The records of the statements of the suspect, accused, victim and witness shall be undersigned 
by them or when the person is unable to do so sign by finger prints. 
    4. In case the latter refuse or are unable to sign, the public officer responsible for the recording 
shall mention the circumstances. 
    5. The above mentioned records constitute official documents. 
    6. The lack of recording, apart possible disciplinary actions against the responsible of the omission 
brings about the legal inexistence of the related activities. 
 
Article 3  Terms 
    1. The procedural terms are indicated by hours or days. 
    2. When a term established by days expires on a holiday it is extended to the following working 
day. 
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    3. In the calculation of the duration of the term the hour or the day of commencement shall not 
be included. 
    4. The final day term for filing a document or accomplishing any procedural activity expires at the 
hour of closure of business of the related office as established by the home rules. 
 
Article 4  Presumption of Innocence 
    1. From the moment of the introduction of the penal action until when the criminal responsibility 
has been assessed by a final decision the person is presumed innocent. Therefore decisions 
involving deprivations or limitations of human rights must be strictly confined to the need of 
collecting evidence and establishing the truth. 
 
 
Article 5  Suspect and Accused 
    1. A person is considered a suspect when in any deed of the investigations the commission of a 
crime is attributed to him. 
    2. A person is considered an accused when an act of indictment has been enacted by the 
Saranwal according to paragraph 4 of article 39. 
    3. The quality of accused remains until when the person is discharged or sentenced by a final 
decision. 
    4. The suspect and the accused shall not undergo intimidations or any form of physical or 
psychological pressure. 
    5. Their statements shall be made in a condition of absolute moral freedom. 
    6. The suspect and the accused have the right to abstain from making any statement even when 
they are questioned by the relevant police or judicial authorities. 
    7. The police, the Saranwal and the Court are duty bound to clearly inform the suspect and the 
accused before interrogation and at the time of arrest about his or her right to remain silent, right 
to representation at all times by defense counsel, and right to be present during searches, line-ups, 
expert examinations and trial. 
    8. The words or terms “suspect” and “accused” also include in their definition his/her defense 
counsel. 
 
Article 6  Duration of Provisional Arrest 
    1. The terms for the duration of provisional detention following the arrest during the investigative 
phase are those established in article 36. 
    2. During the trial at the Primary level, the Court can extend the detention for two additional 
months; during the trial at the appeal level the Court can extend the detention for another two 
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months term; during the trial before the Supreme Court the detention can be further extended by 
the same Court for additional five months. 
    3. Whether during the celebration of the above mentioned trials the related terms expire, the 
arrested person shall be released. 
 
Article 7  Exclusionary Rule 
    1. The evidence which has been collected without respect of the legal requirements indicated in 
the law is considered invalid and the Court cannot base its judgment on it. 
 
Article 8  Final Decision 
    1. The decision of the Primary Court is final if a valid appeal has not been filed within the term 
prescribed by the law. 
    2. The decision of the Court of Appeal is final if recourse to the Supreme Court has not been filed 
within the term prescribed by the law. 
    3. The decision of the Supreme Court is final. 
    4. The Saranwal at the Primary Court shall give execution to the final decisions. To this end the 
Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court shall deliver to the Saranwal at the Primary Court that 
adopted the initial decision the file containing the procedural documents and the objects 
confiscated. 
 
Article 9 Denunciation of Forgery 
    1. In every phase of the proceeding, the suspect, the accused and the victim can denounce the 
forgery of a document considered among the evidence material. 
    2. The denunciation is submitted to the Primary Saranwal during the investigations and to the 
Court in the successive phases and degrees. 
    3. The Saranwal is also entitled to make the denunciation of forgery to the Court. 
    4. If the investigating Primary Saranwal or the Court deems the denunciation grounded the 
procedure is stayed. In this case the same Saranwal during the investigation phase or the 
competent Saranwal to whom the document shall be transmitted introduces the penal action for 
forgery. 
    5. The proceedings are resumed when the issue has been settled by a final decision. 
    6. Otherwise the proceedings are not discontinued and the document in question is delivered 
after the final decision to the Primary Saranwal for the adoption of the decisions belonging to his 
competence. 
    7. In the decision that rejects the denunciation of forgery the suspect or accused that made the 
case can be sentenced according to provisions of law. 



Fair Trial Guidance 2013 

 

Integrity Watch Afghanistan Page 5 

 

 
Article 10  Abstention and disqualification of the Saranwal 
    1. The primary Saranwal is entitled to request his superior to make him abstaining from the 
investigations when he believes that there are grounded reasons to do so. 
     2. The suspect has the right to request the higher Saranwal to exonerate the primary Saranwal 
conducting the investigations against him, presenting the evidence of the occurrence of the 
grounded reasons indicated in pararagraph 1. 
    3. The superior Saranwal can decide to authorize the abstention of the Primary Saranwal or 
exonerate him accepting his request or responding to a complaint of the suspect when there are 
grounded reasons to do so. 
    4. When the superior Saranwal has authorized the abstention of the Primary Saranwal or has 
exonerated him, shall substitute the same. 
 
Article 11 Abstention of the Judge 
    1. A judge cannot handle the case if: 
    a. the crime was committed against him or his relatives; 
    b. he has performed the duties of the judicial police, of the Saranwal or has given witness or 
functioned as an expert in the same case; 
    c. he has been defense counsel of the accused. 
    2. When the cases indicated in paragraph 1 occur, the judge of a single member court shall 
request the President of the Provincial Court to authorize him to abstain. 
    3. When the cases indicated in paragraph 1 occur to a judge member of a collegial court, then he 
or she shall request the President of the Court to authorize him or her to abstain. 
    4. When the cases indicated in paragraph 1 occur to the President of a collegial court, he or she 
shall request the President of the next higher court to authorize him or her to abstain. 
    5. The President of the appropriate level Court either accepts or rejects the request. This decision 
cannot be protested. 
    6. When the President of the appropriate level Court authorizes the abstention, he or she shall 
substitute the requesting judge or President for the handling of the case. 
    7. Pending the decision, the criminal procedures shall be stayed. 
 
Article 12  Disqualification of the Judge 
    1. The accused or the Saranwal can request the disqualification of a judge or a President when 
he/she thinks that one of the cases indicated in paragraph 1 of art. 11 occur. 
The request shall be addressed according to the case to the appropriate President indicated in 
paragraph 2, 3 and 4 of art. 11. The president either accepts or rejects the request. 
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    2. In case of acceptance, the President of the appropriate level Court shall substitute the 
disqualified judge or President. This decision cannot be protested. 
    5. Pending the decision, the criminal procedures shall be stayed. 
 
Article 13  Definition of Flagrante Delicto 
    1. A crime is considered flagrante delicto in the moment in which is committed. 
    2. The perpetrator who is caught during the commission of crime is in a state of “flagrante 
delicto.” 
    3. It is considered also in state of flagrante delicto the perpetrator when, upon the commission of 
the crime, is immediately pursued by the police, or the victim or other persons. 
 
Article 14  Joinder and Severance of Cases 
    1. The Primary Saranwal or the Court can join different cases when: 
    a. a suspect or an accused is alleged of having committed more than one crime; 
    b. different investigations or trials are conducted in relation to accomplishers in the same crime; 
    c. the same evidence is relevant for different crimes. 
    2. The primary Saranwal and the Court can sever joint cases when: 
    a. this contributes to a more expeditious handling of them; 
    b. adults and minors are accomplishers in the same crime. 
 
Article 15  Procedural Nullity and Consequences 
    1. The criminal procedure is considered null and so declared, even ex officio, when: 
    a. The persons who have acted as judges or Saranwal did not possess the related legal status; 
    b. The procedure has not been instituted by the Saranwal and when he has not been present in 
cases in which his presence is mandatory. 
 
 
Article 16  Procedural Invalidities and their Consequences 
    1. All the violations of procedural provisions different from those indicated in the previous article 
bring about the invalidity of the procedure only if they are denounced by the interested party. 
    2. When the denunciation is made during the investigations or the trials the responsible judicial 
authority shall make decisions to redress the procedure whenever possible. 
    3. In any case the denunciation can be made in the appeal or in the recourse to the Supreme 
Court. 
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    4. The Court of Appeal or the Supreme Court declares the invalidity of the procedure whenever it 
appears that the violations of procedural provisions have provoked relevant distortions in the 
decision of the case. 
 
Article 17  General Rules for Notifications 
    1. The notifications are served by the judicial police that shall give the requesting judicial organs a 
report on the service rendered. 
    2. The notifications are served in the domicile of the concerned person in his hands or in the 
hands of an adult relative or cohabitant. Should this not be possible, a copy of the deed is left at his 
dwelling place. 
 

    

CHAPTER TWO 
General Principles Applicable in All Stages 
All the principles discussed in this chapter are relevant for every stage of the judicial proceedings. 
They have to be upheld in the pre-trial, the trial and the post trial stages. A failure to do so has 
consequences for the further proceeding. For example, if the accused or witnesses are forced to 
give their statements by torturing in the pre-trial stage, it is considered illegal and their evidence is 
deemed inadmissible during the proceedings. This is the case according to respective international 
standards as well as the Afghan legal norms. It is, therefore, of utmost importance to keep in mind 
the applicability of all of the following principles during all stages of the proceedings, along with 
those specifically applicable in each particular stage. The procedural invalidities have consequences 
regulated by the law (Art 16. ICCC). The procedural nullity has consequences regulated by the law 
(Art 15. ICCC) 
 
 
 

Equality before the Law and Equal Treatment by the Law 
a) Principle: The citizens of Afghanistan should be treated equally according to the Afghan 

laws. 
b) Relevant Provisions: 
Art 22. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. Any kind of discrimination and privilege between the citizens of Afghanistan is prohibited.  
2. The citizens of Afghanistan – whether man or woman – have equal rights and duties before 

the law. 
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Art 14. Law on the Structure Code for Courts 
Proceedings and issuance of decisions of the courts will be based on the principle of equality 
before the law and the court and must be in conformity with justice and neutrality.  

 
Non-Retroactivity of Criminal Law / Legality of Crimes and Sanctions 

a) Principle: No act is considered a crime unless the crime and its punishment have been 
described in the law. 

b) Relevant Provisions 
Art 27. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. No act is considered a crime unless determined by a law adopted prior to the date the 

offence is committed. 
2. No person can be punished but in accordance with the decision of an authorized court and 

in conformity with the law adopted before the date of offence. 
 
 

Presumption of Innocence 
a) Principle: The accused will not be considered criminal until the verdict is pronounced by the 

court. 
b) Relevant Provisions 

Art 25. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. Innocence is the original state. 
2. An accused is considered innocent until convicted by a final decision of an authorized court. 

 
Art 4. Interim Criminal Code for Courts 
From the moment of the introduction of the penal action until when the criminal responsibility has 
been assessed by a final decision the person is presumed innocent. Therefore decisions involving 
deprivations or limitations of human rights must be strictly confined to the need of collecting 
evidence and establishing the truth. 
 
 

Prohibited Forms of Examination 
a) Principle: Torturing of accused is strictly forbidden. 
b) Relevant Provisions 

Art 29. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. Torturing of human beings is prohibited. 
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2. No person, even with the intention of discovering the truth, can resort to torture or order 
the torture of another person who may be under prosecution, arrest, or imprisoned, or 
convicted to punishment. 

 
 

The Right to Remain Silent 
a) Principle: The accused and suspect have the right to remain silent during the investigation 

and trial. 
b) Relevant Provisions: 

Art 29. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. Torture of human beings is prohibited. 
2. No person, even with the intention of discovering the truth, can resort to torture or order 

the torture of another person who may be under prosecution, arrest, or imprisoned, or 
convicted to punishment. 

 
Art 7. Interim Criminal Code for Courts 
(Exclusionary Rule) The evidence which has been collected without respect of the legal 
requirements indicated in the law is considered invalid, and the Court cannot base its judgment on 
it.  
 
 

The Right to Counsel 
Principle: Guaranteeing the right to counsel to all accused persons from the time of arrest. The 
accused person and suspect have the right of access to lawyer. 
 
Relevant Provision: 
Art 30. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 

1. Every person upon arrest can seek an advocate to defend his rights or to defend his case for 
which he is accused under the law. 

2. The accused upon arrest has the right to be informed of the attributed accusation and to be 
summoned to the court within the limits determined by law. 

 
Art 31. Afghan Constitution 
“Upon arrest, or to prove truth, every individual can appoint a defense attorney”. This provision 
also explicitly mandates that the government must provide free counsel to the poor, stating: “In 
criminal cases, the state shall appoint a defense attorney for the indigent”. 
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Interim Criminal Code for Court 
Article 18 Defense Counsel  
1. Legal assistance to the suspect and the accused requires the service of a qualified professional. 
2. To this end an official register is established in the Ministry of Justice where only persons with a 
university degree in law or sharia can be included. 
3. The suspect and the accused can be, in any case, assisted by a defense counsel of his/her choice. 
 
Article 19 Legal Aid  
1. The suspect or the accused be financially unable to appoint a defense attorney is entitled to have 
a free defense attorney appointed for him or her in the following manner: 
a. The investigating Saranwal or the Court adjudicating the case, on the petition of the person, 
appoints a defense attorney for the destitute person from amongst the lawyers officially permitted 
to work as defense attorney. 
b. The person for whom an attorney has been appointed reserves the right not to accept the 
appointed defense attorney and to defend himself in person. 
c. The fees of the aforesaid attorney shall be paid from the State budget and its extent shall be fixed 
by regulation. 
 
 

CHAPTER THREE 
Pre-Trial Procedure / Investigation Phase 

Principle: This procedure is applied from the moment the accused or suspect is arrested by the 
police until the prosecutor completes the investigation and the first trial is conducted. 
 
Four main areas can be identified which are of crucial importance to fair treatment of the accused 
in the pre-trial procedure: 

1. The protection from arbitrary detention 
2. The right to silent 
3. The right to counsel 
4. The right to be protected from prohibited forms of interrogation  
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CHAPTER FOUR 
THE TRIAL 

Access to the Courts 
a) Principle: Every citizen of Afghanistan can have access to the Courts, and any kind of 

discrimination between citizens of Afghanistan is forbidden. 
b) Relevant Provisions 

Art 22. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
Any kind of discrimination and privilege between the citizens of Afghanistan are prohibited. The 
citizens of Afghanistan – whether man or woman – have equal rights and duties before the law. 
 
Art 14. Law on the Structure and Competencies of Courts 
Proceedings and issuance of decisions of the courts will be based on the principle of equality before 
the law as well as the court and with the observance of justice and neutrality. 
 

Legality of Courts 
a) Principle: Supreme Court, Appeal Courts, and Primary Courts are legally formed and 

authorized and all the trials should be conducted at these courts. 
 

b) Relevant Provisions 
Art 116. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 7) 
The judicial power consists of one Supreme Court, Appeal Courts and Primary Courts whose 
organization and competence are regulated by law. 
 
Art 40. Law on the Structure and Competencies of Courts 
Appeal Courts shall have the following primary courts within their judicial authority; 

a) Primary Court of Provincial Center 
b) District Primary Courts 

 
 

Independent and Impartiality of Judges 
a) Principle: The judges have the right to act independently with neutrality; any kind of 

discrimination is prohibited between citizens of Afghanistan. 
b)  Relevant Provisions 

Art 22. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
Any kind of discrimination and privilege between the citizens of Afghanistan are prohibited. The 
citizens of Afghanistan – whether man or woman – have equal rights and duties before the law. 
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Trial without Undue Delay 
a) Principle: The trial cannot be delayed without legal reasons.  
b) Relevant Provisions 

Art 27. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. No person can be pursued, arrested or detained but in accordance with provisions of law. 

 
Art 42. Interim Criminal Code for Courts 
(Preparation of the Trial) The court immediately after having received the act of indictment orders 
the notification of the deed indicating the day and hour fixed for the commencement of the trial.  
 

The Public Conduct of the Trial 
a) Principle: In the courts of Afghanistan, everyone can attend the trial without any 

prohibition, but with the circle of law. 
1Relevant Provisions 

Art 128. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 7) 
1. In the court of Afghanistan, trials are open and everyone is entitled to attend trials within 

the bounds of law.  
2. The court, in situations which are stated in the law or in situation in which the secrecy of the 

trial is deemed necessary, can conduct the trial behind closed doors, but the announcement 
of the court decision should be open in all instances. 

 
Art 32. The Law of Investigation on Children’s Violations 
1. The juvenile court shall hear the cases in relation to juvenile offenders behind closed doors. 

The pronouncement of the judgment will under any circumstances take place in public. 

                                                           
1 It is very important court monitors to monitor undue delays of trials as this is usually directly related to detention or 
incarceration. Although mentioned above in the section on ‘Duration of Provisional Arrest’ it should be mentioned again in this 
section as a footnote.  The maximum amount of time a person may be detained or incarcerated from arrest to  final 
adjudication of guilt and judicial review is 9 months and 33 days (if we count the 72 hour period of policy custody). The specific 
breakdown is as follows: Police Law, Article 25, The police may hold an arrested suspect in custody for a period of up to 72 
hours; ICPC Article 36, When the arrest performed by the Judicial Police is sanctioned or when the arrest has been ordered by 
the Saranwal and it remains in force, the arrested person shall be released if the Saranwal has not presented the indictment to 
the Court within fifteen days from the moment of the arrest except when the Court, at the timely request of the Saranwal, has 
authorized the extension of the term for not more than fifteen additional days (total of 30 days); ICPC Article 6, During the trial 
at the Primary level, the Court can extend the detention for two additional months; during the trial at the appeal level the Court 
can extend the detention for another two months term; during the trial before the Supreme Court the detention can be further 
extended by the same Court for additional five months. 
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The Right to an Adequate Defense 
a) Principle: Every citizen has the right to have defense attorney to defend his/her rights or 

case. 
b) Relevant Provisions: 

Art 31. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
1. Every person upon arrest can seek an advocate to defend his rights or to defend his case for 

which he is accused under the law. 
 
Art 5. Interim Criminal Code for Courts 
(Suspect and Accused) 
8. The words or terms of “suspect” and “accused” also include in their definition his/her defense 
counsel. 
 
 

The Right to Call/Examine Adverse Witnesses 
a) Principle: The court has the right to change the witnesses and experts and ask the 

prosecutor or defense attorney to present other witnesses or experts. 
b) Relevant Provision: 

Art 51. Interim Criminal Code for Courts  
(Admission of Witnesses and Experts) 

1. The Primary Saranwal submits to the Court the list of the witnesses and experts he 
wants to be heard together with the act of indictment, indicating the reasons of the 
relevance of their testimony and exams. 
2. The accused and/or his defense counsel have the right to present their own lists of 
witnesses and experts indicating the reasons of the relevance of their testimony and 
exams. 
3. The Court can exclude those witnesses or experts that in its view do not appear 
material for the adjudication of the case. 

 
Art. 53 Interim Criminal Code for Courts 
(Conduct of the Hearing) 

The Court proceedings are conducted according to the following order: 
The accused can testify if he does not avail himself to the right to remain silent and the accused or 
his defense counsel can ask questions to the witnesses and experts; 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
Post – Trial Principles / Follow-Up Procedure 

Decision, and punishment 
1. Decision and sentencing 
a) Principle: The execution of a court order is the duty of the prosecutor. This is one of the 

most important stages in the exercise of criminal justice, with which the criminal procedure 
basically comes to an end, and the file compiled by the prosecutor returns once again to the 
prosecutor. The execution of a decision should be based on law and on the principle of 
legality of enforcing a penal order. 

 
Reasons Affecting Enforcement of a Decision 
In practice, a court decision may not be enforceable or may be deferred due to circumstances such 
as: 
• The death of a convict; 
• A general amnesty; 
• Suspension of execution of a decision; 
• A conditional release; 
• A postponed decision. 
 

b) Relevant Provisions: 
Art 129. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 7) 
1. The court is obliged to state the reasons for the decision it issues. 
2. All specific decisions of the courts are enforceable, except for capital punishment, which is 

conditional upon approval of the President. 
 

Art 4. Interim Criminal Code for Courts (Presumption of Innocence) 
1. From the moment of the introduction of the penal action until when the criminal 

responsibility has been assessed by a final decision the person is presumed to be 
innocent. Therefore decisions involving deprivations or limitations of human rights 
must be strictly confined to the need of collecting evidence and establishing the 
truth. 

 
2. Punishment 
a) Principle: According to law, no-one can be punished, except with the order of an authorized 
court and according to the law that has been enforced before the crime is committed. 
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b) Relevant Provision: 
Art 26. Afghan Constitution (Chapter 2) 
Crime is a personal action. 
The prosecution, arrest, and detention of an accused and the execution of penalty cannot affect 
another person. 
 

Art 3. Afghan Penal Code 
No one can be punished but in accordance with the provisions of the law which has been enforced 
before commitment of the act under reference. 
 

Prohibition of Double Jeopardy 
a) Principle: In accordance with the law, nobody should be tried or punished more than 

once for the same offence. If someone is tried and acquitted, the government has no 
right to try him or her again in order to convict him. 

 
b) Relevant Provision: 

Art 78. Decision of the Supreme Court without Referral 
1. The Supreme Court quashes the protested decision when: 
a. The accusation does not constitute a crime, statute limitation has occurred or the prosecution 
was not permitted; 
b. The decision concerns matters which are beyond the jurisdiction powers; 
c. The sentence was adopted against a wrong person; 
d. Results that for the same person and the same facts a previous decision was already adopted; 
e. The same Supreme Court deems superfluous to refer the decision or can amend it on the basis of 
the already existing documentation. 
 

The right to appeal 
a) Principle: According to law, everyone convicted of a crime has a right to have his or her 

conviction and sentence reviewed by a higher court.  
 

b) Relevant Provision: 
Art 63. Appeal against the Decision of the Primary Court 
1. The person who has been sentenced or the Primary Saranwal can contest the decision of the 
Court by filing an appeal. 
2. The competent Court of Appeal is the Provincial Court. 
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3. The act of appeal shall be deposited with the secretary of the Court, which has made the decision 
or with the secretary of the competent Court of Appeal within twenty days from the moments in 
which: 
a. The Court has read out in the Court room, in the same context, the verdict and its reasons at the 
conclusion of a trial in which the accused and/or his defense council were present; 
b. The reasons of the verdict, which were not read out together with the verdict, have been notified 
to the accused and to the defense counsel; in this case the second notification is considered the 
beginning of the term; 
c. The accused tried in absentia has received the notification of the decision. 
4. When in the same decision more than one person has been sentenced the last notification is 
considered the beginning of the term for all sentenced. 
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i WHAT IS A FAIR TRIAL? 

Introduction 
The right to a fair trial is a norm of international human rights law designed to protect 
individuals from the unlawful and arbitrary curtailment or deprivation of other basic rights and 
freedom, the most prominent of which are the right to life and liberty of the person. It is 
guaranteed under Article of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which 
provides that “everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, 
independent and impartial tribunal established by law.”  
 
In broader sense, trial monitoring consists not only of a local monitor’s physical presence in the 
courtroom during at least part of the proceedings but, just as importantly, of the duty promptly 
to prepare a report for the organization he or she represents, with conclusions on the fairness 
of the trial observed and monitored. Before observing a trial, the local monitor should read 
relevant materials pertaining to domestic legislation.    
 
The key general goals may be summarized as follows; 

• To encourage a court to give the accused a fair trial. The impact of a local monitor’s 
presence in a courtroom cannot be evaluated with mathematical precision. However, 
both local monitors and defense attorneys have pointed out that a local monitor’s 
presence often changes the atmosphere in the courtroom. 

• To obtain more information about the conduct of the trial, the nature of the case 
against the accused and the legislation under which s/he is being tried;  

 


